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STATE OF TENNESSEE 

TENNESSEE COMMISSION ON CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
Andrew Jackson Building, 9th Floor 

502 Deaderick Street 
Nashville, Tennessee 37243-0800 
(615) 741-2633   (FAX) 741-5956 

1-800-264-0904 

 
 

COUNCILS COMMITTEE 
William Snodgrass TN Towers 

Conference Room D 

Thursday, February 21, 2019 

2:15 p.m. – 3:15 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 

 

Members Present  

        Hailey Brooks  

Kelly Drummond 

Petrina Jones-Jesz 

Steven Neely  

Wendy Shea 

Allan Sterbinsky 

    

 

 

 

 

             Members Absent  

             Ashley Dunkin, Chair  

             Gary Houston 

Annemarie Rainwater  

Destiny Sweeney 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staff Present 

Dana Cobb 

Lindsey Cody 

Susan Cope 

Rodger Jowers  

Rosalyn Leavell-Rice 

Shaun Noblit 

Kristi Paling 

John Rust  

Jill Stott 

Gwendolyn Wright 

 

I. Welcome and Introductions – Allan Sterbinsky, Acting Chair 

Acting Chair Sterbinsky called the meeting to order at 2:22 p.m. and welcomed all 

members and staff.   

II. Approval of Minutes  

IT WAS MOVED (SHEA) AND SECONDED (DRUMMOND) TO APPROVE THE 

OCTOBER 2018 MINUTES. UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED. 

III. Children’s Advocacy Days 2019 – John Rust 

Children’s Advocacy Days (CAD) 2019 is scheduled for March 12-13 at War Memorial 

Auditorium. Currently, Governor Lee and Commissioners from the Departments of 

Children’s Services, Health, Human Services, and Mental Health and Substance Abuse 

Services are confirmed to attend.  TennCare has confirmed that Mary Shelton, Director of 

Operations will attend as Commissioner Gabe Robert’s designee.  We are awaiting 
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confirmation from the Tennessee Department of Education’s Commissioner, Dr. Penny 

Schwinn. 

 

Julie Sweetland, Vice President for Strategy and Innovation, Frameworks Institute, will 

speak Tuesday about communication that amplifies impact.  Hugh Vasquez of National 

Equity Project will deliver the presentation, Our Unconscious Brain: Keys to 

Understanding and Interrupting the Impact of Implicit Bias. Several short presentations 

will be made throughout the event that are patterned after TED Talks and will include:  

Trauma Informed Schools – Mathew Portell, Principal Fall-Hamilton Enhanced Option 

School; Ready Nation – Diane Halstead, Council for a Strong America; ACEs and the 

Faith Community - Charlie Caswell Jr., Legacy of Legends; Sesame Street in Communities 

in Memphis - Renee Wilson-Simmons, Executive Director Awareness Foundation; Quality 

Early Education in Tennessee - Lisa Wiltshire, Policy Director Tennesseans for Quality 

Early Education; Isaiah 1:17 House – Ronda Paulson, Founder and Director; Building 

Strong Brains Tennessee – Mary Rolando, ACE Innovation Director Tennessee 

Department of Children’s Services; Juvenile Justice Improvements – Dr. Altha Stewart, 

Director of the Center for Health in Justice Involved Youth at the University of Tennessee 

Health Science Center; and Community Health Access and Navigation Team - Carla 

Snodgrass, B.S.W., MPA, Section Chief Early Childhood Initiatives Division of Family 

Health and Wellness, Tennessee Department of Health. 

Approximately 550 individuals have registered to attend the event.    

IV. Review of Regional Coordinators’ Activities 

Information was presented and reports provided about individual council and coordinator 

activities by: Dana Cobb, Northwest; Susan Cope, Mid-Cumberland; Rodger Jowers, 

Southwest; Rosalyn Leavell-Rice, Southeast; Shaun Noblit, South Central; and 

Gwendolyn Wright, Memphis/Shelby County. Each report included council activities that 

have occurred since the last Commission meeting as well as information about special 

projects and upcoming council meetings and events. 

Noblit, South Central Regional Program Administrator and Susan Cope, Mid-Cumberland 

Regional Coordinator will provide reports of their council and coordinator activities 

during the Friday meeting of the Commission. 

Noblit discussed juvenile detention monitoring as it relates to individual juvenile court 

judicial decisions and the necessity of having open communication regarding OJJDP 

requirements. The South Central Building Strong Brains Tennessee (BSBT) Knowledge 

Mobilization work includes assisting Lawrence County schools to become ACE- and 

trauma-informed. Many rural communities within the South Central region are seeing a 

rise in the number of DCS referrals for environmental issues. Since many of these 

environmental issues can be solved with flexible funds (paying utilities, deposits for larger 

homes, etc.), local Community Advisory Boards (CABs) have initiated fundraising events 

as an advisory board task. Some of the events Noblit is participating in are Bail and Jail 

and Bands and Beans. Locally, support via a percentage of sales from Chili’s will also go 

to these flexible funds efforts. Noblit indicates his participation on the Lawrence County 

Foster Care Review Board provides him a first-hand view of children’s needs within the 



 

3 

 

child welfare system. Noblit is continuing his work with the establishment of the Maury 

County Anti-Drug Coalition and its work within TDMHSAS’s Region 5 South efforts. 

Jowers shared information about his efforts to assist with the Tennessee Association for 

Children’s Early Education State Conference in Jackson, TN. He served as convener and 

event planner. He indicated that TCCY is often called upon for the use of event planning 

skills. Jowers shared information from a recent visit with Tennessee’s US Census 

representative. Two groups that are typically underreported in the census are people in 

rural areas and children. He shared insights into the need for TCCY to participate in US 

Census efforts as our agency goals align with data collection to determine needs; be it 

KIDS COUNT, budget recommendations, use of federal funds or promotion of federal 

programs.   

Jowers had an opportunity to participate in the Arkansas ACEs and Resilience Summit in 

September. He participated as a panelist at the event and provided updates on Tennessee’s 

Building Strong Brains work. 

Jowers shared about his efforts to assist Madison County Juvenile Court staff in 

determining if a juvenile that is a material witness being detained in Louisiana can be 

moved to Tennessee. He provided information about the consultative services needed to 

make the determination, that even though the juvenile was a material witness in a human 

trafficking incident in Memphis, they could not be moved by US Marshalls back to 

Tennessee to participate as a witness. Jowers had conversations with DCS, US Marshall’s 

office, TCCY juvenile justice staff and Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children 

officials for this consultation. 

Leavell-Rice provided an overview of her recent fall conference; Beyond the Sky, 

Reaching TN Children’s Star Potential. The conference was focused on fine arts and their 

ability to help children build resilience. The conference featured music by Crescent Club 

Quartet, a jazz band comprised of four local brothers, all with a diagnosis of Autism 

Spectrum Disorder. The keynote speaker was Dr. Mary Crnobori of Metro Nashville 

Public Schools. She discussed the district’s efforts to serve children and families with 

trauma-informed schools programming.   

Leavell-Rice described her work with the Chattanooga Mayor’s Council for Women as 

well as an event to distribute child safety seats. The Child Safety Coalition of TC 

Thompson Children’s Hospital at Erlanger helped sponsor the new car seats for the event.  

She also described back-to-school events throughout her region. 

Cobb shared information about her region’s need for a searchable resource directory of 

social services. Coordination efforts include working with stakeholders from each of 20 

rural west region counties to supply resource information to TN Homeless Solutions, 

which has the infrastructure to complete this work.  Each county will have specific 

information about local efforts such as back pack food programs, food pantries, utility 

assistance, etc.  

Wright provided information about her activities by sharing her calendar from an entire 

day of work. The day included participation in the Early Success Coalition’s search for a 
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new executive director. She participated on the interview committee which is a helpful 

task as she will collaborate often with the person chosen for this role.   

After interviews, she returned to her office to correspond with various police precincts in 

order to complete adult jail monitoring requirements. She attended the local DCS CAB 

meeting where she delivered gift cards that assist with the purchase of food for children in 

protective custody that are awaiting their first placement. Without this resource, DCS staff 

must personally pay for food and snacks for children that must wait in the DCS offices for 

their initial placement. She was able to make a connection with a Dillard’s employee that 

will be making charitable donations of luggage that children in foster care can take to their 

first placement.   

The Memphis/Shelby County Council on Children and Youth supplied Christmas gifts for 

sponsored children listed on a local Angel Tree. Wright coordinated the gifts as well as 

attended the distribution party at Bellevue Baptist Church nearer the Christmas holiday. 

As a member of the United Way Allocations Board, Wright chose five site visits in which 

she will participate.  She ended the day by fleshing out the agenda, date and duties for the 

Legislative Reception Planning Committee that is working in conjunction with the 

Juvenile Justice Board.  

Cope focused her discussion on efforts to spread ACEs information via Mid-

Cumberland’s Knowledge Mobilization efforts. She has made contact with three of the 

four Wilson County mayors and has appointments to discuss ACEs and Knowledge 

Mobilization efforts for their respective jurisdictions. Cope is working in Montgomery 

County with the TN Early Childhood Training Alliance to further Knowledge 

Mobilization efforts. In Rutherford County, she is partnering with the Center for Health 

and Human Services and MTSU. There is a November 9, 2018 stakeholder’s meeting and 

November 15, 2018 viewing of Resilience, The Biology of Stress and the Science of Hope 

that will serve as events to begin Knowledge Mobilization efforts. Cope coordinated 

efforts to provide ACEs training for Houston County Board of Education’s entire teaching 

staff via Pat Conner with the TN Department of Education (TDOE). TDOE will provide 

in-service training with this school system.   

Detailed information regarding activities in each region was included in materials 

distributed. 

V. Other Business 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 3:13 p.m. 

 

Minutes Submitted by:   Minutes Approved by: 

 

______________________________ _____________________________ 

John Rust     Ashley Dunkin 

Director of Field Operations   Committee Chair 

 


